INTRODUCTION
'Strawissownd' is, of course, Stralsund. The great brass of
Robert Braunchc, in St. Margaret's Church in Lynn, has,,
I think, its closest counterpart in the brass of Albrecht
Hovener at Stralsund. That is only one tiny example of
the intercourse between Lynn and the Baltic ports*
I remember, some thirty-seven years ago, spending nine
hours grovelling on the floor of St. Margaret's Church in
Lynn, making a rubbing of the brass of Robert Braunche
and his wives, wondering what kind of folk were these
wealthy citizens of the great seaport. It is in its answer
to a question like that, in the light which it throws upon
the life of the fifteenth century, us it was lived in one of
the more important English towns, and on the roads from
shrine to shrine, and from town to town, that the value of
The Book of Margery Kemps chiefly consists.
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